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International Theme: DKG: Leading Women Educators, Impacting Education Worldwide
State Theme: The Heart of the Society is its Members
Chapter Theme: Forward With Heart (Health, Education, Achievement, Reflection, Teamwork)
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President’s Message
Our state President and Epsilon Kappa member,
Marilyn Gregory’s state theme: The Heart of the
Society is its Members, has resonated loudly for
me after attending the Texas State Organization
Convention in Frisco, TX, along with 14 amazing
Epsilon Kappa sisters: Marilyn Gregory, Evelyn
Barron, Marcia Kirkland, Deb AcevedoTamminga, Bernadine Eaton, Charlotte Brown,
Earin Martin, Mary Harney, Debbie Sansom,
Norma Jost, Kim Thonhoff, Cheryl Lane, Tracey
Wilson, Sandi Causey. Our members sparkled
with loving leadership in so many ways. The long
timers modeled outstanding leadership through
music, ASTEF, registration, the SEE project, and
volunteering tirelessly throughout the
convention. The first timers gained insight into
DKG beyond the chapter, statewide as Marilyn
and her board truly reflected HEART! Health,
Education, Achievement, Reflection, and
Teamwork.
I had the privilege of attending my first DKG
International Convention in Nashville, TN, where
I met sisters from around the world. How special
it was to witness representatives from our 17
member countries present their country’s flag
and see the attendees stand for roll call. Seeing
1,700 educators from around the world was
inspiring. Yet without chapters, DKG would not
be much different than a principal without
teachers….It is the chapter’s members who are
the heart of our society from past to present.

Carolyn Pittman from Arkansas was elected as
our DKG International President 2016-2018.
I am counting on each of you to support Epsilon
Kappa with your own unique gifts and talents.
This year my hope is that we all get to know each
other better. There are still members in Epsilon
Kappa whom I have never met, and I do not have
a face to go with their name. For our October
meeting the EEC Committee would like
EVERYONE to send a photo to Cara Hamlin
ekappaeec@gmail.com. Take a selfie or ask a
friend to take your picture. Along with your
picture, please send an interesting fact about
yourself that may not be known by others, OR the
reason you joined DKG. The goal is 100%
participation. We also plan to take member

photos at the September meeting.

This year you have been put into a color coded
hospitality group. Each group is chaired by an
executive committee member. Please find your
group on the Hospitality Teams page in the
newsletter.
In addition, I would like everyone to select a
committee of interest to them. For full
description of responsibilities, view our chapter
website at http://deltakappagamma-txepsilonkappa.weebly.com/ourchapter.html Find your name on the
committee list. If your name is not there, please
let me know where you would like to serve so it
can be added before the yearbook is published.
We need YOU because you are an important
member of DKG. Participation is critical to lead
us forward together, recognizing the wisdom and
expertise of our long term members, but
embracing our millennials as DKG Next, for they
are our future.
Did you know that DKG scholarships are
available to further our advanced education? Like
to travel? Ever consider going to Europe or a
Regional Conference? What about a workshop
that you’d love to take but just costs a lot? The
EK Foundation can help make that a possibility,
but so can ASTEF or other sources through DKG.
Have you read a book or heard a speaker that
motivated you as an educator? Please share it
with us as we are all life time learners.
I look forward to serving as Epsilon Kappa’s
President for 2016-2018, but I need your help.
Epsilon Kappa has a strong legacy and together
we will go forward to a future of excellence.
--Pam Kelly
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Area 7 Workshop
It's Not Too Late to Plan to Attend the Area 7 Workshop!
Saturday, August 27, 2016

8:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.
Marble Falls High School

2101 Mustang Drive, Marble Falls

You can still register on-site for $15!
It's just one Saturday morning to give up of your own time. It's a great opportunity to get to know some of
your sisters from some of the other 18 chapters in Area 7 and to experience some of the wonderful general
and breakout sessions planned for you.
There will be lots of door prizes as well as the ASTEF raffle. Our own Debbie Sansom's mom, Lucille
Edgarian, professional artist who apprenticed in Italy under a famous Italian artist and trained at the
American Society of Fine Arts and at the Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., donated an original
watercolor painted just for the Area 7 workshop. You won't want to miss the chance to bid on this item in
a silent auction and to purchase raffle tickets for the assortment of other wonderful items! Bring some
cash to purchase raffle tickets at $1 per ticket or $5 for 6 tickets and a check if you want to bid on the
original watercolor painting.
We have 16 chapter members signed up so far. All incoming officers and committee chairs
are strongly encouraged to attend.
Please let Marcia kirkland know if you plan to register at the door.
We will be working out some car-pooling arrangements.
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News Eye on the Web
Now is the time to start the school year off by visiting the new DKG International Website.
The website hosts some new features such as a secure member only area called “My DKG”
that requires members to log in. The spring edition of the DKG “Lone Star News” provides
more information for chapter members. You can also watch an informative video on how to
update and use the new communication tool. The area that seems very exciting is the
communities’ site where you can connect with educators that have similar interests or teach
the same subjects or grade level. Also, it is a great place to keep in touch with your DKG
sisters from other states and countries. I would encourage chapter members to create a login
on the DKG International website if you have not already done so. Questions about logging
in may be answered by calling 512-478-5748 or sending an email to mem@dkg.org.
New video “My DKG”
http://www.dkg.org/DKGMember/Committees/Society_Business/
Communication_Publicity_Assets/Video-Profile.aspx
Submitted by Kathy Mihalik, Webmaster

Updates from the Membership Committee
As this hot summer comes to a close, the sisters of Epsilon Kappa have hopefully rested,
played, visited amazing venues, and completed entries on your “Bucket List.” A new school
year is on the horizon and with that comes the signal to gear up for new adventures.
We have reached out to two local chapters who have dissolved and hope our membership will
grow. We are awaiting correspondence from 35 members from neighboring chapters in
Georgetown and Bastrop. Think positive thoughts that they will join us!
Sadly, we received word recently that Genelle Schlickeisen, 77, had passed away. She had
worked at Delta Kappa Gamma International for 47 years and as we mourn her passing, we
send prayers for peace to her family. Cards may be sent to her son, David Schlickeisen at
12041 Dessau Road #1411, Austin, TX 78754.
The following updates have been received from current members:
Mary Louise Poolman has moved to .
Janie Farias has taken a job in Boston and will be leaving this month.
Lilian Villafuerte has returned to Spain.
We look forward to seeing everyone at our first meeting so we can exchange summer stories
and take stock of where we are in preparation for a new year.
Submitted by Janet Bernard
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ASTEF: How Does a Foundation Grow?
Alpha State Texas Educational Foundation (ASTEF) was incorporated in September 2010, and Directors
began the initial task of raising funds to support the work of the foundation. In 2012, the first ASTEF Project Stipends
were awarded. Six TSO chapters received stipends totaling $1,000.
Fast forward to 2016: In June, ASTEF awarded 23 project stipends totaling almost $30,000. In addition,
ASTEF assumed responsibility for the Aspiring Educator program and awarded grants totaling $10,500 to 13 aspiring
educators. From $1,000 to over $40,000 in four years . . . how was this possible? Because of generous support from
you, the members of TSO and ASTEF.
Each time you make a donation to ASTEF – for scholarships, leadership or projects – you underwrite ASTEF
activities. Each time you participate in an ASTEF fundraiser – travel, raffle, silent auction – or “feed” a pig or cash
clutch, you support project awards. Each time you share the work of ASTEF with other members or friends in the
community, you extend visibility and support for our state foundation.
Check out the ASTEF website (www.astef.org) for the latest news about
foundation-sponsored events and opportunities. Let’s continue to make ASTEF grow.

EKEF: Where Does My Money Go?
When you pay your Epsilon Kappa dues, you also have the opportunity to donate to the EPSILON KAPPA
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION. Foundation donations may be designated for either or both of two purposes:

Phyllis Richards Endowed Leadership Fund –
This fund awards grants to Epsilon Kappa Chapter members to attend DKG leadership events. Four chapter members
received Richards grants to assist them in attending the TSO Convention held in Frisco in June. All donations to the
Richards Fund go into the restricted endowment. Grant awards are made from investment income.
Chapter Foundation Projects / SEE Project –
At this time funds donated to projects are used to supplement grant income received for support of our chapter’s SEE
(Supporting Early-career Educators) Project. The SEE Project provides basic classroom supplies, STEM classroom
libraries, and iPads for early-career educators in several Title I elementary schools in the Austin area. All money
donated for this purpose goes directly to benefit teachers and students in these schools.
While contributions to the foundation may be made at any time, adding a donation within your dues check is a simple
process. Because EPSILON KAPPA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION is a 501(c)(3) corporation, your donation to the
foundation is tax deductible.
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Looking Ahead—Save the Dates
Meeting Dates: The program at evening meetings will begin at 6 pm. Fellowship and
refreshments will precede the meeting from 5:45-6:00 pm. The exception is the October 11,
2016 meeting held at HQ for Initiation and Remembrance. Refreshments will conclude the
meeting.
Meetings will be finished between 7:30—8:00 pm. Brunch and Luncheon meetings will
generally be longer to allow time to eat, since members typically do not work the following
day.
Expect more information about our Epsilon Kappa website as a source for minutes, and other
chapter business as it becomes a secure site for members.



September 12, 2016—Texas School for the Blind & Visually Impaired (TSBVI) 6 pm



October 3, 2016—DKG International HQ 6 pm



November 7, 2016—TSBVI 6pm



December 10, 2016—Member’s home at 10 am



January- No Chapter meeting



Executive Committee Meeting –January 14, 2017 at 10 am



February 4, 2017 – Luncheon at 11 am



March 13, 2017—TSBVI at 6 pm



April 8, 2017 at 10 am



May 6, 2016—Founder’s Day Event

Upcoming Programs
Monday, September 12, 2016
Location: Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired
Topic: Themes and Goals for the 2016-2018 Biennium. Where Have We Been,
Where Are We Headed?
Presenter: Marilyn Gregory – Reflections on Her First Year as TSO President
Pam Kelly: Epsilon Kappa Theme and Goals
Carol Rose, Area 7 Coordinator
Members’ photos will be taken to be used at the October meeting. Smile! You’re on camera!
Monday, October 3, 2016
Location: DKG International Headquarters
Topic: Initiation and Remembrance Celebrating Epsilon Kappa’s
58th Birthday and 90+ Members’ Birthdays
Speaker: Carolyn Pittman, Delta Kappa Gamma International President
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Membership Dues

Book Lovers
We invite more members to participate in reading books and discussing themes, writing styles, and how they relate
to life in general. Friends and family members are invited, too. We take a very leisurely pace with a month to six
weeks between gatherings for discussion. No choices have been made for the fall so we can all start the next selection
together. Visit with Bernadine or Sandi after the September meeting to learn more about this informal group.
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Epsilon Kappa Hospitality Teams 2016—2017

The Reporter
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What’s Happening in Epsilon Kappa

Chapter members with Spark
Gregory at TSO Convention

Epsilon Kappa 2014-2016
President Earin Martin with
incoming 2016-2018
President Pam Kelly

Epsilon Kappa ASTEF Project
STEM board

Chapter members at TSO
Convention in Frisco

Evelyn Barron at International
Presidents’ Dinner

Marilyn Gregory serving as TSO
President at the International
Convention in Nashville.

Epsilon Kappa Members at 2016
Nashville International Convention
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Experience the Heart
I feel so fortunate that I was able to attend the Texas State Organization 87th State
Convention in June. The convention venue, the Embassy Suites in Frisco, was a great
location with the attached conference center and proximity to the Dr Pepper Ballpark, the
Frisco RoughRiders’ home field. It was at the ballpark where I felt so proud to be part of
Epsilon Kappa Chapter, represented so well with our President Marilyn Gregory throwing
out the first pitch, and our pitch-perfect Deb Acevedo-Tamminga singing the National
Anthem.
The agenda was packed with celebrations, ceremonies, meetings and breakout sessions.
Since I am currently teaching, I was particularly interested in attending sessions to give me
ideas on improving my craft. I attended a session presented by Dr. Elena Ivanova and Sue
Harris of Theta Chapter. They provided some inspiring ideas on integrating art into other
subject areas that I immediately started implementing in my ESL class with great success,
inspiring oral and written language beyond what was previously attempted by my students. I
look forward to using art to motivate my math students during this upcoming school year as
well.
Particularly unique to the TSO Convention were the opportunities I had to meet and connect
with so many outstanding women in education. These experiences started at the breakfast
table and continued all day! It moved me to be a part of this community of devoted,
intelligent, and caring educators. I truly had the chance to "Experience the Heart" by
attending this convention.
Submitted by Mary Tracy-Harney

TSO President Marilyn Gregory
throwing out the first pitch of
the game

The Reporter

Deb Acevedo-Tamminga leading the
crowd in our National Anthem
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Page 10

AUGUST 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31



September 12, 2016—Texas School
for the Blind & Visually Impaired
(TSBVI) 6 pm



October 3, 2016—DKG
International HQ 6 pm



November 7, 2016—TSBVI 6pm

SEPTEMBER 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

June 2016 President Pam Kelly had lunch
with our four chapter members who are
residents at Westminster (Julia
Mellenbruch, Maurine Atwood, Phyllis
Richards. Maria McPhail, and Pam Kelly)

Life Milestones
On a celebratory note, we send congratulations to Colleen Arnold and her family as they welcome their third
daughter, Eleanor Jane, born on August, 5th. She weighed in at 9 lbs 15 oz. She joins her sisters Abby and
Isabel. Welcome sweet Eleanor Jane!
Julia Klattenhoff Mellenbruch turns 100 years young on September 4! We are proud that she has been an
Epsilon Kappa member for 56 of those years.

Lunch Bunch
SAVE THE DATES !!!
Jo Watts, Janet Bernard and the membership committee want you to join them for Lunch this fall on
Tuesdays at 11:30 am.
September 13 -- Jack Allen’s Kitchen at Loop 360 & WestlakeDr.
October 11-- Catfish Parlor on Ben White Blvd. east of IH 35 on the right-hand side

November 8 --

Brick Oven 10710 North Hills

December-- No Lunch Bunch is planned.
The Reporter
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Newsletter Information
Please submit your articles and highlights for our next
Chapter newsletter on or before Friday, Sept. 16. You can
send your submissions by email to Diane Sidoroff at
diane.sidoroff@gmail.com or to Pam Kelly at
pammkelly@gmail.com.
During this year, members may be asked to submit
articles about their reflections of meetings or other DKG
activities. We want to involve as many people as possible
to highlight the diversity of our chapter. Also, let us know
about your Life Milestones, whether you have attended a
meeting or not. News is always appreciated.

Epsilon Kappa Chapter
The Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International
Diane Sidoroff
901 Creekbend Drive
Pflugerville, TX 78660

Please contact Marcia Kirkland if you wish to receive a
printed copy of the newsletter, though we are trying to “go
green” and send most by e-mail. Thanks, Marcia, for your
help with communications!

Chapter Website: http://deltakappagamma-tx-epsilonkappa.weebly.com/

Let’s Celebrate!
Here is a list of birthdays to celebrate in August and September:
Gene Nelson Jones

08-02

Amparo Shanor

09-01

Maurine Atwood

08-02

Julia Mellenbruch

09-04

Fran E Moore

08-03

Georgia Clegg

09-15

Dr Forrest Hancock

08-08

Helen Forbes

09-24

Carolyn H Wilson

08-12

Eva J Ornelas

09-25

Carole Deuser

08-18

Kaye Dunn

09-28

Cheryl Lane

08-23

Alana Lilie

09-29

Debbie Sansom

08-28

