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President’s Message
A Homage to the Delta Kappa
Song
Now that we‘ve begun singing the Delta Kappa
Gamma song at a more upbeat tempo and we‘re
only singing it on select occasions, I‘m really
taking pride in singing it. As I try to put
meaning into the words when I‘m singing, I‘m
beginning to have a new appreciation for the
extreme dedication to the calling and challenges
our founders must have had when they wrote it.
I try to picture them sitting around a room
coming up with the words. What dedication and
commitment to the calling!
As it turns out, Dr. Annie Webb Blanton wrote
the original song before DKG was formed and
before any members were ever initiated,
according to a document on the DKG website
composed by Agnes Moynihan, Area
Representative for Canada, 2012-2014, entitled
History of Music in DKG. Dr. Blanton wanted
the song sung to the tune of ―Men of Harlech‖,
an old Wales song that men sang as they
marched in ceremonies.
But because the tune was difficult to sing,
professor of primary education Cora Martin fit
the words to the tune and refined the lyrics. The
song was first sung, as you all know, at the close
of the first initiation on May 11, 1929, at the
University Faculty Women‘s Club in Austin.
Later, Madame Viola Cole, a composer and
member of the faculty of the Chicago Musical
College, arranged the musical score for women‘s
voices and transposed it to a lower key. That is
the version still used today.
According to Ms. Moynihan, after the suffrage
movement, even many women opposed
women‘s organizations. Women were still being
discriminated against in the 1920‘s: universities
more often granted scholarships to men; women
educators were often denied promotions in
universities and in public schools; women were
rarely elected to offices or boards of professional
organizations; and as soon as a female teacher
was married, she quickly became unemployed as
a teacher.

Also according to Ms. Moynihan, men in general
had a large network of friends they could call on
for support, but women did not. These
conditions combined to influence the purposes
of the Society, the qualifications for
membership, and the manner in which the
Society was developed.
Just think about these words as you read them:
(not all verses included)
―Women teachers to the calling, firmly rally,
never falling, duty ne‘er upon us palling,
staunch, courageous we!
Loyalty and trust e‘er heeding, mindful of our
sisters needing, aid and guidance from those
leading, helpful may we be!
Guardians of the faith yet sleeping, for our
sisters watch e‘er keeping, deeds of others now
we‘re reaping, we for others stand!
Oh, Delta Kappa Gamma, in thy fold we gather.
Unity and liberty, shall be our watch words ever!
Education e‘er we‘ll further, each is bound to
each as brother, with this faith in one another,
we shall win, for aye!‖
Dr. Blanton was initially criticized for using the
word ―brother.‖ But, according to Dr. Blanton,
she used the word ―brother‖ to indicate the close
ties of friendship and love that bind our
members together. To Dr. Blanton,
―brotherhood‖ was a word of deeper meaning,
and ‗each is bound to each as brother‘ was
meant to show that women could be just as
supportive of each other as men.
―We return their gifts to heaven,‖ according to
Dr. Blanton, refers to the debt we owe our
pioneers in higher education who strove to
advance training of women ―by aiding other
women educators to advance, by founding
scholarships, and by stretching out our hands to
help women teachers who need aid.‖
Finally, in the final words to the song, ―With this
faith in one another we shall win, for aye!‖,
―aye‖ rhymes with ―hay,‖ which, when
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President’s Message Continued
pronounced this way according to Webster‘s Dictionary, means always, continually, ever. This is intended to confirm that the
faith women have in each other will be for always.
So when you sing the Delta Kappa Gamma Song, think of how special those words really are, and then each time you sing it,
sing it with joy…sing it with conviction…sing it with exuberance…sing it with respect…sing it with fervor…sing it with
humility…sing it with honor…sing it with pride…sing it with love and admiration for one another.
Earin Martin
(Permission granted by Agnes Moynihan to use the information from History of Music in DKG)

Richards Leadership Grants Awarded
The EPSILON KAPPA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION is pleased to announce the recipients of this year’s Phyllis Richards
Leadership Grants. Diane Dolezel and Mary Louise Poolman were awarded grants to attend the TSO
Convention in San Antonio in June.
Diane was initiated into Epsilon Kappa in October 2012 and currently is a member of the chapter
membership committee. She is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Health Information
Management at Texas State University – San Marcos.
Mary Louise was initiated in 2005 and currently chairs the chapter membership
committee. A retired elementary teacher, she is also a member of the SEE Project
committee and mentors an early-career educator at McBee Elementary School.
Phyllis Richards Leadership Grants provide financial support for Epsilon Kappa members to attend Delta
Kappa Gamma leadership events. Both Diane and Mary Louise are members of the Educational Excellence
Committee. Congratulations, Diane and Mary Louise!

Membership Review
In the May/June DKG News, our International President, Dr. Lyn Babb Schmid, explores some ideas on how to pursue
membership challenges from the Gen Y/Millennial generation. These women from the 18 – 34 year old group have a variety of
issues that current members need to examine when trying to recruit educators into their chapters. Dr. Schmid recently
conducted a live webinar to gather information that may shape future changes in the Society. Their greatest professional
challenges include: how to stay within the profession; the need for support; myriad changes in law, policies, and reforms; lack of
time; paying off student loans; frustrating standardization; and new teacher-evaluation systems.
Next Dr. Schmid asked what these young educators want in a professional organization. They responded with some very
interesting comments: networking opportunities with leadership training; support for new teachers; professional development
on current issues along with emotional support; affordable webinars, conferences, and resources; frequent service-oriented
opportunities; positive conversation; and an organization that welcomes family involvement. As Dr. Schmid points out, these
ideas give us great program ideas and ways to reach out to new members. In later issues of the News, Dr. Schmid will continue
with four other pertinent questions from that webinar. Let us ponder these responses when seeking out younger professionals
for membership in Epsilon Kappa.
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TSO Convention Rapidly Approaching!
The TSO Convention in San Antonio is quickly upon us! June 25-27, 2015
With San Antonio so close to Austin, you can drive over for 1, 2, or 3 days. We usually have 8-10 members
that regularly attend TSO Convention, but let‘s try to top that this year. Those that need CPE can sign-up
for credit. Come enjoy the festive San Antonio flare, take a boat ride, enjoy some Mexican food, make new
friends from other chapters as well as visit with our own members, support Earin being presented as
Epsilon Kappa President on Friday night, and celebrate Marilyn and Sandi being installed as TSO officers
on Saturday night. You can still register, so plan on coming! See you in San Antonio!
Submitted by Marilyn Gregory

Book Lovers Unite!
Please join us in reading and discussing the first adult novel by JK Rowlings, The Casual Vacancy. We plan
to meet two times in order to thoroughly cover this lengthy book; we will meet Saturday, June 20, at 3:305:30, at the home of Mary Louise Poolman and on Saturday, July 18, from 3:305:30, at the home of Bernadine Eaton.
It is very different from the Harry Potter books; ―very unmagical: the closest thing to
wizardry is the ability to hack into . . . a small town website.‖ The empty seat left on
the parish council soon becomes ―the catalyst for the biggest war the town has seen.‖
We would love to have you join us.
Submitted by Mary Louise Poolman

Image from Creative Commons

Lunch Bunch—Brunch
We‘re changing meeting time to 10:00 AM, to try to avoid a little of the last afternoon heat of the
summer months. So if you would enjoy some casual visiting time, which will include both breakfast and
lunch entrees, please join us at Tuesday, June 9, at Kerbey Lane Cafe, 4301 William Cannon, 78749. We
will be gathering at 10:00 AM. This is a great time to bring other friends to enjoy a relaxing, pleasing time
together. Please come.

ASTEF website
Exciting changes may be found on the new
Alpha State Texas Educational Foundation
(ASTEF) website: www.astef.org. Visit the
site to find information about all ASTEF
activities, forms, and resources.
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Celebrating our Members

Gene Nelson James—50 year member

Maurine Atwood—50 year member

Margaret Wallace—53 year member (with Judy Wallace. daughter)
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News Eye on the Web...And Beyond
Be sure and keep dkgtexas.org bookmarked on your computers. There is a constant updating
of state news and will be a source of all kinds of summer events. Right now you will find:
*At the top, the summer edition of the Lone Star News
*Get Connected, a tech article from International
*Photo of Nu Alpha, the newest state chapter with 32 charter members
*The TSO convention website
*The ASTEF invitation to a trip to Savannah, Georgia, in October
*Announcement for the second Arts Retreat in Navasota, February 19-21, 2016
*A link to the new ASTEF website
By the time you receive our newsletter, the print edition of The Lone Star News will be out.
As you review it, take a closer look at some of the articles that have interest for us. Nancy
Newton announced that the International Convention is coming to Austin in 2018. Many of
us will be helping out with that, as both of our past Area 7 Coordinators, Joan Hester and
Laura Packard are co-chairs. And they know very well that we have members who are good
workers! Marcia Kirkland has already been named treasurer. Also in that article, we are
reminded to bring our own totes and smart devices to the June TSO convention. Read about
changes in the convention schedule. On pages 6 and 7 is a list of the break out sessions.
Marcia is doing one for seasoned treasurers. Epsilon Kappa will have one hour at the Techno
Expo to share about our Annie and ASTEF projects and the website. We are the only chapter
that was chosen to tell about all three subjects. Page 8 has the names of Marie Scheel and
Jolene Crozier under ―Alpha State Remembers‖. Look for details of amendments to the State
rules on pages 10 – 12. Earin‘s recent president‘s message is found on page 13. A short
description of the Southwest Regional is on the last page. Just in: additional amendments to
the State rules are now posted on the TSO website besides the ones printed in the Lone Star
News.
Clicking on dkg.org gives us the International website. The top moving banner has
information about the spring gallery of arts, a link to the May/June News, a peek at the new
marketing brochure, scholarship recipients, and an easy way to register for Regional
conferences. At the bottom of the page, the second box shows a link to the proposed
revisions to the DKG constitution. Just above that is the icon for the new Collegial
Magazine. Janye Brainard of Texas submitted the winning title. It will feature reciprocal
giving and receiving of practical tips related to teaching and DKG. Members can contribute
reviews of educational materials and technology. Personal creative pieces are encouraged.
August 1 is the deadline for submission of articles for the very first issue slated for November
2015. This should be an excellent tool for anyone still in the classroom.
In early May the Austin American Statesman had a list of the HEB Excellence in Education
Awards. If anyone has a connection to Windemere Primary in Pflugerville or Elsa England
Elementary in Round Rock, two of the winners might be potential DKG members if they are
not already! A report in the Round Rock Leader highlighted a new program to establish
partnerships for secondary educators with a business in the area. These ‗externships‘ will be
for just one week during the summer so teachers can see how their subject is being used in
the real world and be able to readjust the curriculum.
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Food for Thought
No-Knead Bread
Recipe Contributed by Claudia Knowles
(Claudia brought this homemade bread to an Educational Excellence
committee meeting, and it‘s excellent.)
Adapted from Jim Lahey, Sullivan Street Bakery
Time: About 1_ hours plus 14 to 20 hours‘ rising
3 cups all-purpose or bread flour, more for dusting
1/4 teaspoon instant yeast
1/4 teaspoons salt
Cornmeal or wheat bran as needed
Image from Creative Commons

1. In a large bowl combine flour, yeast and salt. Add 1 1/2 cups water, and stir
until blended; dough will be shaggy and sticky. Cover bowl with plastic wrap. Let dough rest at least 12
hours, preferably about 18, at warm room temperature, about 70 degrees.
2. Dough is ready when its surface is dotted with bubbles. Lightly flour a work surface and place dough on
it; sprinkle it with a little more flour and fold it over on itself once or twice. Cover loosely with plastic wrap
and let rest about 15 minutes.
3. Using just enough flour to keep dough from sticking to work surface or to your fingers, gently and
quickly shape dough into a ball. Generously coat a cotton towel (not terry cloth) with flour, wheat bran or
cornmeal; put dough seam side down on towel and dust with more flour, bran or cornmeal. Cover with
another cotton towel and let rise for about 2 hours. When it is ready, dough will be more than double in
size and will not readily spring back when poked with a finger.
4. At least a half-hour before dough is ready, heat oven to 450 degrees. Put a 6- to 8-quart heavy covered
pot (cast iron, enamel, Pyrex or ceramic) in oven as it heats. When dough is ready, carefully remove pot
from oven. Slide your hand under towel and turn dough over into pot, seam side up; it may look like a
mess, but that is O.K. Shake pan once or twice if dough is unevenly distributed; it will straighten out as it
bakes. Cover with lid and bake 30 minutes, then remove lid and bake another 15 to 30 minutes, until loaf
is beautifully browned. Cool on a rack.
Yield: One 1 1/2-pound loaf.

I found watching this video to be very
helpful in getting the 'feel' for the bread. It is
so easy and you can't go wrong!
Enjoy...Claudia
http://youtu.be/13Ah9ES2yTU
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Life Milestones
For those who were not able to get to our April awards meeting, here is the listing of chapter
members‘ awards, achievements, and recognitions.
*Marilyn Gregory – nominated for President of TSO 2015-2017
*Deb Acevedo-Tamminga – nominated for Music Chairperson of TSO 2015-2017
*Sandi Causey - nominated for Corresponding Secretary of TSO 2015-2017
*Marcia Kirkland – named treasurer of the steering committee of the International
Convention in Austin in 2018; named chair of TSO Finance Committee March-June
2015
*Hilda Diaz – inducted in Sports Hall of Fame from Tecnologico de Monterrey,
Mexico; exemplary status from Gomez and Gomez evaluation for dual language
instruction in AISD
*Bernadine Eaton – elected chair of St. Mark UMC Staff Pastor Parish Committee
2015
*Forrest Hancock – proposal submitted to present concepts from Roll Into Reading
With Literacy-Based Motor Activities (co-authored) at International Division for
Early Childhood of the Council for Children Conference in Atlanta, GA, October 2015
*Cheryl Lane – 10-year award from UT Austin; accepted as Assistant Director of
International Business Education and Research with McCombs School of Business at
UT
*Dr. Earin Martin – invited by U.S. Department of Education and the National
Center for Homeless Education to conduct training on federal grants management
for 50 Homeless Education State Coordinators in Washington, D.C.
*Diane Sikkenga – (frequent visitor) appointed to Little Mavericks Graphic Novels
Reading List Committee of Texas Library Association
At the Coordinating Council of Austin‘s Founders‘ Day Celebration, our chapter presented
Hilda Diaz as our Outstanding Educator for 2015.
Dr. Earin Martin has been elected Vice-President of Finance and Administration of ASTEF
beginning July 1.
Dr. Beulah Agnes Jones, Epsilon Kappa honorary member, was named Ebenezer Baptist
Church's 2015 Woman of the Year at a worship service held on May 24th. A reception was
held in her honor following the worship service. We celebrate this honor with her. Aggie
was a music inductee into the original L.C. Anderson High School Hall of Fame in 2012. She
was also the co-founder of the local chapter of the National Women of Achievement
(NWOA).

The Reporter
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Epsilon Kappa Yearbook Receives Awards

Epsilon Kappa was recently notified that our
chapter yearbook for 2014-2015 has once again
received two awards from the TSO Yearbook
Committee. The Early Bird Award recognizes
yearbooks that were submitted to the committee by
November 1, 2014.

The TSO Yearbook Committee provides
comprehensive guidelines for yearbook content and
organization. Members of the committee evaluate
each yearbook that is submitted. Chapter yearbooks
that include all of the required information and
exhibit outstanding quality receive an Exemplary
Award.

Additional Recognition

The Reporter
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Austin Chapters Celebrate Founders’ Day
The Founders‘ Day Celebration on Saturday, May 2, at Green Pasture‘s Restaurant was great fun! Twenty-seven Epsilon Kappa
members joined the festivities. There were opportunities to greet friends from other chapters, amazing achievement awards, an
informative speaker, good food, and a ‗hats off‘ performance celebrating the Founders by our own Epsilon Kappa members. Also
an extra bonus: two desserts - Green Pasture‘s signature ice-cream crumb ball AND birthday cake.
Outstanding Educator Awards were given to a chapter member from each Austin chapter. Epsilon Kappa‘s recipient was Hilda
Diaz.
Three 50- year members from Epsilon Kappa were in attendance and were recognized: Maurine Atwood, Margaret Wallace,
and Gene Nelson-Jones.
The speaker, Dr. Debbie Cottrel, currently Vice President for Academic Affairs at Texas Lutheran University, discussed the writing of her biography of Dr. Annie Webb Blanton, entitled Pioneer Woman Educator: The Progressive Spirit of Annie Webb
Blanton.
And last but not least was Epsilon Kappa‘s tribute to the founders, ―Hats Off To Our Founders,‖ organized and directed by Deb
Acevedo-Tamminga. Participants were: Janet Bernard, Cindy Gruner, Earin Martin, Mary Louise Poolman, Kathy Mihalik,
Cheryl Lane, Marilyn Gregory, Jo Watts, Pam Kelly, Sandi Causey, Deb Acevedo-Tamminga, Elizabeth Newell, Kristen Lowrie
and Bernadine Eaton.
A good time was had by all!
Submitted by Elizabeth Newell

Five Sentimental Hatters

Recipients of the Austin Coordinating Council‘s 2015 Outstanding
Educator Award, Presented at the May 2 Founders‘ Day Luncheon at
Green Pastures (Pictured L to R:) Vicki McCall, Theta Rho; Emma
Lea Mayton, Alpha; Laura Packard, Eta Tau; Valerie Taylor, Lambda
Iota; and our own Hilda Diaz, Epsilon Kappa

Hatter‘s line at Founders Day, May 2
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Hilda Diaz Receives Epsilon Kappa Outstanding Educator Award for 2015

Hilda Diaz, chapter member since 2011, received Epsilon Kappa‘s 2015 Outstanding
Educator Award at the May 2 Founders‘ Day Luncheon at Green Pastures. The Austin
Coordinating Council presented an Outstanding Educator Award to one member of each
of the five Austin area chapters.
Hilda teaches 4th grade Dual Language at Walnut Creek Elementary School in Austin
ISD. She was named the Teacher of Promise in her first year at the school. During that
year, she led workshop discussions within the faculty, kept her class running smoothly,
and contributed many organizational ideas to her grade-level team.
Hilda was selected as the 2011-2012 Teacher of the Year at Walnut Creek Elementary.
She has expanded her leadership at the school by becoming the team leader and
implementing a dual language program so praised by the district that she has led
workshops on dual language and bi-literacy. Additionally, she uses her computer skills
to help others learn to tap into educational resources. In 2015-2016 she will serve as the
4th grade team coach at her school, where she will leave the classroom in order to assist
her team members daily.
One team member describes Hilda as supportive through her objectivity, leadership,
showing that she cares about her grade level‘s success, and helping other teachers make
things happen. She designs math lessons for students using appropriate questions and
activities and materials to engage and stimulate them. Hilda is able to think on her feet
by making appropriate quick decisions when needed.
Hilda sponsored an after-school soccer workshop for interested students. Last fall, she
was recognized by her university in Monterrey, Mexico for her soccer skills (Sports Hall
of Fame) and educational excellence for the years she was a student there.
In the spring of 2009, Hilda was honored by
receiving the Epsilon Kappa Outstanding
First-Year Teacher Award. While waiting to
be invited to join DKG in the fall of 2011, she
researched the Society and chapter. Since her
initiation, she has contributed to various
committees and worked with the chapter SEE
project to help and mentor other early career
teachers. She currently serves as the 20142016 Epsilon Kappa Second Vice President.
Congratulations, Hilda! Well-done!

The Reporter
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Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed for TSO Convention
Wednesday, June 24 – Saturday, June 27
Jerrie Dooley, Area 6 Coordinator, has requested volunteers from Area 7 to help with the convention.
Convention activities needing volunteers are:










Birthday Luncheon – help set up at 10:00 Friday morning
Founders‘ Banquet – If you‘ll be staying for the banquet we can put you in touch with the chairman to see
how you can help.
Presidents‘ Presentation Friday evening – Area 7‘s Sandra Morales is chairing this, and she will be on a
tight schedule setting up because it is in the same room as the Birthday Luncheon. She also needs
helpers during the event.
Registration Desk – Registration takes place every day during convention so lots of help is needed.
Properties Room – All DKG materials are kept securely here. They need some help checking items in and
out for various purposes every day.
Lost and Found/First Aid – needs volunteers to man the table in shifts throughout the convention.
Unifying Project – needs volunteers to man the table in shifts throughout the convention.
Facilitators – May need more facilitators for breakout sessions to introduce the speaker and assist her as
needed.

Let Earin know how and when you can help, and she‘ll notify the appropriate chairman. You can email her at
grantsmanagement101@gmail.com or call her at 512-284-0161.
Thank you so much for pitching in!

SEE Project

This is our SEE presentation board about
our STEM Libraries project to be
displayed in San Antonio at the TSO
Convention.
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Eye on Educational Excellence

Save the Date

Saturday, September 26, 2015
9 a.m. – 12 noon
Travis Heights Elementary School
2010 Alameda, Drive, Austin, TX
3 Hours CPE Credit
http://bie.org/about/what_pbl quote:
Project Based Learning is a teaching method in which students gain knowledge and skills by working for an
extended period of time to investigate and respond to a complex question, problem or challenge through Significant
Content, 21st Century Competencies, In-depth Inquiry, Driving Question, Need to Know, Voice and Choice, Critique
and Revision, and Public Audience.
Carroll Taggart, Gifted Education Coordinator, Hudson Bend Middle School, Lake Travis ISD, will offer a 3-hour
workshop on Project-Based Learning/Problem-Based Learning for those of you interested in learning more on the
topic. The workshop fee is $5.00 for those wanting CPE credit otherwise it is free. Members and non-members are
invited to attend. A flier will be sent to area schools to open the invitation to everyone.

Sandra Morales, Bernadine Eaton, and
Glenda Shafer are working on the
Presentation of Chapter Presidents for
Friday night at the TSO Convention.
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Looking Ahead

JUNE 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6



June 21—Father‘s Day

7

8

9

10

11

12

13



14

15

16

17

18

19

20

June 25—27—TSO
Convention, Grand Hyatt
Hotel, San Antonio, TX

21

22

23

24

25

26

27



July 4—Independence Day

28

29

30



July 22—25—Southwest
Regional Conference, Hyatt
Regency Hotel, Wichita, KS



Sept. 26—Project-Based
Learning Workshop

JULY 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

YEAR AT A GLANCE
Reserve the following dates on your calendar for chapter meetings and make plans to
attend. Locations, programs, and hostesses are listed in the 2014-2015 chapter yearbook.

Thursday, September 10, 2015

6:00 p.m.

Monday, October 5, 2015

6:00 p.m.

Image from Creative Commons

Give yourself the gift of time to attend meetings. If you are unable to attend every
meeting, try to attend at least one meeting in the Fall and at least one in the Spring. You will
benefit greatly from the fellowship and personal/professional growth.

The Reporter

Newsletter Information
Please submit your articles and highlights for our next
Chapter newsletter on or before Friday, July 17. You can
send your submissions by email to Diane Sidoroff at
diane.sidoroff@gmail.com or to Earin Martin at
grantsmanagement101@gmail.com.

Epsilon Kappa Chapter
The Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International
Diane Sidoroff
901 Creekbend Drive
Pflugerville, TX 78660

During this year, members may be asked to submit
articles about their reflections of meetings or other DKG
activities. We want to involve as many people as possible
to highlight the diversity of our chapter. Also, let us know
about your Life Milestones, whether you have attended a
meeting or not. News is always appreciated.

Please contact Marcia Kirkland if you wish to receive a
printed copy of the newsletter, though we are trying to ―go
green‖ and send most by e-mail. Thanks, Marcia, for your
help with communications!

Chapter Website: http://deltakappagamma-tx-epsilonkappa.weebly.com/

Let’s Celebrate!
Here is a list of birthdays to celebrate in June and July:

Lisa Robertson

06-01

Colleen Arnold

07-01

Nancy Alaniz

06-05

Earin Martin

07-06

Judy Wallace

06-06

Judy Rice

07-11

Linda Holt

06-10

Mary Ortiz-Boland

07-13

Charlotte Brown

06-13

Carmen Ferrer-McCluskey 07-15

Ashley White

06-15

Marion Coffee-Carney

07-16

Anita Brewer Howard

06-17

Diane Sidoroff

07-19

Margaret Wallace
Kathy Dixon

06-18
06-24

Stephanie Israel
Diane Dolezel

07-22
07-25

Kim Thonhoff

06-24

Christy Barrett

07-27

Cara Hamlin

06-30

