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President’s Message
Share your heart….
Houston 2017
The theme, “Share your heart…” at
the TSO Convention in June has
certainly rung true following
hurricane Harvey.
We watched as our Bastrop,
LaGrange, and Houston neighbors
reached out in all kinds of ways to
lend a hand to each other.
DKG wants to help pay dues for our
sisters in need to support them as
they recover from the ravages of
Harvey. We can do this by
completing a Member to Member
Form and becoming an Encourager.
An Encourager agrees to pay DKG
dues of $80 for 2017-2018 year for
the member. She will continue to
send positive messages throughout
the year to the “adopted” member
via cards, emails, texts, phone calls,
etc. Consider four Encouragers each
paying $20 to sponsor a sister. Share
your heart!
Each of you is a valued member of
Epsilon Kappa. This year we will
video the speakers who consent to be
recorded and post their presentation

on the Epsilon Kappa website for
everyone to see. We realize with
current Austin traffic and
professional and home
commitments it can be difficult to
attend meetings. Participation can
take many forms. Read the
newsletter, checkout our Facebook
page, and website to learn about
what Epsilon Kappa is doing.
This year we are planning to gather
members, children, grandchildren,
and friends to carol at an assisted
living center in December. We had a
lot of interested folks sign up, so we
will keep you posted with more
details in the future. Fellowship is
the glue that helps hold us all
together.
Remember to use your Epsilon
Kappa cards to invite and bring
teachers you meet to our meetings.
Forward with Heart….
Pam Kelly
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Member to Member Form
Harvey Action Plan

Name of Encourager(s)____________________________________________
Phone number______________________Email____________________________________
Chapter_________________________________________Area_______________________
Teaches at_____________________________________________Retired______________
Name of Chapter President____________________________________________________
Name of Encourager(s)____________________________________________
Phone number______________________Email____________________________________
Chapter_________________________________________Area_______________________
Teaches at_____________________________________________Retired______________
Name of Chapter President____________________________________________________
Name of Encourager(s)____________________________________________
Phone number______________________Email____________________________________
Chapter_________________________________________Area_______________________

Teaches at_____________________________________________Retired______________
Name of Chapter President____________________________________________________
Duplicate form as needed. Portion below to be completed by Member-to-Member organizers:
Names of members to have their dues paid by this Encourager(s)

Member:

Chapter & Area

Make checks payable to Texas State Organization with “Hurricane” in memo line.
Checks need to be sent with the form to: Michelle Grandinetti, 1722 Melbourne, Dallas, TX 75224
Michelle Grandinetti will send a confirmation when she receives this form. If a confirmation is not received
in a timely manner, please contact her via e-mail, mrgrose2014@gmail.com.

Comments:
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ASTEF Update
All Board Directors of YOUR foundation, the Alpha State Texas Educational
Foundation (ASTEF), were engaged in a flurry of activities at the TSO
Convention in Houston this past June.
The current ASTEF Board said goodbye to two different groups of Directors
who have served their terms well:





the Directors of the Class of 2011: Carolyn Adkins, Virginia Bowers, Carolyn
Grantham, Andi Kirby, Carolyn Mashburn, Shirley Owens, and Jean
Robinson

Our own Evelyn Barron and Sandi Causey, Founding Directors of ASTEF
and members of Epsilon Kappa

All of these women worked hard during their entire term and provided
tremendous leadership while fulfilling their various positions. Their lasting
contributions will never be forgotten.
Having personally worked with both Evelyn and Sandi on the ASTEF Board, I
can honestly and wholeheartedly say that the guidance and wisdom they have
provided the entire Board and me personally has been monumental and
invaluable. I, along with the other Board members, will miss them immensely.
Having worked with Evelyn and Sandi on the ASTEF Board makes me even
more grateful that they are in our chapter.

Five new Directors were elected at the ASTEF Annual Meeting: Cindy Drumm,
Nelle Gentry, Maria V. Gonzalez, Dr. Rosemary Morrow, and Charlotte Nyman.
If you know any of them, please be sure to congratulate them and thank them
for their willingness to serve on the ASTEF Board.
Earin said goodbye to her Vice President for Finance
and Administration position (yay!) with ASTEF and
hello to her new position as Vice President for Programs
(awesome!).
The Diva Doin’s fundraiser that you heard much ado
about was a huge success, raising $2,546.76 after all
expenses were paid. Everyone in attendance had a great
time as well as learned some helpful tips about
projecting a professional image and organizing your
closet. The Silent Auction brought in approximately
$4,000, and the Kendra Scott Pop-Up Store generated $1,150 during a short
three hours.
The first-ever ASTEF Advocate for Education, Erin Steele, was honored during
the ASTEF Annual Meeting. You can learn more about Erin and her
contribution to education on the ASTEF homepage, www.astef.org .
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ASTEF Update continued
Thirty-seven projects were awarded just under $35,000 in project stipends.
Seeing all of the recipients lined up in front of the auditorium to receive their
stipend check was impressive and a visual example of the impact ASTEF is
making on educators in Texas and on Texas students.
If you shop at Randall’s or Tom Thumb, we encourage you to check out the
website at http://www.astef.org/randall-program.html for information on earning easy dollars
for ASTEF just by signing up for a new Remarkable card and then linking it to ASTEF. Click on
the “Good Neighbor Registration” button. This is a simple way to earn funds for Scholarship,
Leadership, and Projects just by shopping at their stores!
Last but not least, the ASTEF Board said goodbye to our own Marilyn Gregory, who served as an
ex-officio director of the Board during her term as TSO President. I will miss Marilyn’s
contribution to the ASTEF Board and will miss even more the leadership she provided with her
very large HEART.
—Submitted by Earin Martin

Technology Update
Tes.com and Tes Teach
www.tes.com is an international website for
educators worth checking out. The website has
information on resources, jobs, and news in
education. A valuable resource for teachers is Tes
Teach with Blendspace. Teachers can use this site
to easily create and assign digital lessons. Tes
Teach (also available as an app) allows teachers to
Copyright Creative Commons
search resources, both free and fee based, from
You Tube, Google, Google Images, your personal Google drive and all files on your computer to
add to the lesson. Once a lesson is created, teachers can assign it to their students using email,
Google Classroom, or even a QR code. It gives the teacher the option to collaborate with other
teachers, share the lesson with others, or to keep the lesson private for their own students. There is
even an option to change the language of the lesson! A twenty minute video on YouTube provides
an overview of TES Teach at “TES Teach 2017 Tutorial – Create Digital Lesson.” With the vast
amount of information available on the web, teachers can utilize this resource to consolidate
information into one lesson focusing on student objectives for learning.
—Submitted by Mary Harney
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September Highlights
Our first DKG meeting of the year was a huge success. We were fortunate to
have Trudy Marshall share her passion project, Libraries of Love. Ms.
Marshall’s year is spent half in Uganda and half here in the United States.
She expressed how much she loves Africa and would love to be there year
round. She comes to the U.S. to visit her family and raise awareness and
funds for Libraries of Love.
Ms. Marshall shared a slide show filled with amazing pictures of all the
wonderful things Libraries of Love is doing for the community:






They provide hard back cover books because they last longer.
They have volunteers go for two weeks to set up metal shelving and set up
the Dewey Decimal System.
All the books are in English because the standard exams are given in
English.
They are currently adding African theme books to their collection to
enhance student experiences while reading.

Not only does Ms. Marshall help the African villages with books, she
sponsors families through other donations. With these donations they
sponsor students schooling, housing, food or medical needs. Ms. Marshall
showed us such passion for her causes. We were all deeply moved and
excited to help with this noble cause. Website for Libraries of Love - https://
librariesoflove.org/
Submitted by—Jeanette Abrajan
Want to help?






Needed are hard bound books to
restock 12 original schools and
open one new high school library
in 2018.
Bring books to our December
meeting .
Members can go to Libraries of Love website or Facebook page for other
ways to help. . https://www.facebook.com/LibrariesOfLove/
They can also go to Amazon to donate African themed books directly.
Members can donate books directly from the list on Amazon.

Click to select books.
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September Meeting Highlights

African themed books from Amazon
Students in Library

Librarians ready for training by Trudy, a retired
librarian from the Round Rock schools.

Trudy’s Team sets up Libraries

Kathy Mihalik with Trudy Marshall our
presenter for the September meeting.
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October and November Programs
Educational Excellence
For our Thursday, October 5th meeting, we will
initiate a new member Toni Fuller. Toni Fuller is
employed with A.I.S.D. at Lyndon B. Johnson H.S.
and Austin Community College.

We will also remember members that we’ve lost,
celebrate birthdays, learn more about our founders
and our chapter’s history. Please be sure to join us
and get to know our chapter and Delta Kappa
Gamma’s history.

Dr. Dee Silverthorn

On, Monday, November
6th, we will have the
unique opportunity to
learn about an innovative
model of teaching, the
Flipped Classroom. We
will go to the Dell Medical School, where this model of
teaching is employed and get the opportunity to not only
hear about the Flipped Classroom from Dr. Dee Silverthorn,
but experience it as students would. Dr. Silverthorn has a
PhD in physiology who has done research in active learning
and will not only speak to the topic but work with us as
‘active learners’ to give a feel of what a flipped classroom
looks like. This is a meeting and an opportunity you don’t
want to miss.

Thursday, October 5, 2017 6:00 pm – Delta Kappa Gamma Society
International Headquarters, 416 W. 12th St., Austin, TX 78701
Program: Initiation & Remembrance. Celebrating Epsilon Kappa’s 59th Birthday;
Membership in DKG – Discovering Your Path
Monday, November 6, 2017, 6:00 pm – Dell Medical School 1501 Red River
(Corner of Red River & 15th St, building is located between Erwin Center and
Brackenridge Hospital). Room number is HLB 1.111, First Floor Auditorium.
Program: The Flipped Classroom – An Interactive Model
Presenter: Dr. Dee Silverthorn
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Book Lovers
Our small group is growing! We hope a few more will join us; we are open to
suggestions as to the next book for the fall. On September 30, at 2 pm in the
home of Bernadine Eaton we will discuss The Other Einstein. Please come if
you like, even if you have not read the book, it should be a lively discussion.
Continue looking forward into the winter season, we are waiting on the
release of Jennifer Chiaverini’s, Enchantress of Numbers. This selection
gives a historical but fictionalized account of Ada Byron King, Countess of
Lovelace who was the only legitimate child of Lord Byron, the poet. Her
mother kept her away from her father and pushed her into studies of
mathematics and science. As she went out into society,
she met Charles Babbage, an inventor of such machines
as the first calculator and the Analytical Engine. Ada is
known as the first computer programmer.
Our group has been fascinated to learn about women
who contributed much to the scientific world but have
been overlooked because of being in male dominated
fields. Join us as we delve into their lives.
Submitted by—Bernadine Eaton

S.E.E. Update
Exciting News from the S.E.E. Project
The new school year has been very busy as
we connect with our core campuses to find
out how many new professionals have been
added at each school. Marcia and several
others have visited every teacher. We do
have mentors for most of these early career
educators, but anyone with just an hour or
two a week free time is welcome to join the
team. B esides signing u p those ju st
beginning their careers, we are slowly
handing out the Osmo systems that were
purchased through the DKG Educational
Foundation grant. Norma and Bernadine are
going out to each teacher and helping them
get set up and
introducing them to
how
to play the games.
We
can’t wait to see
the
Norma Jost delivering the Osmo
students in
to THRILLED students!!
action.
Copyright Creative Commons
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Membership Spotlight: Rosemary Torres
Rosemary Torres – a 2016 Epsilon Kappa sister,
a lifechanging educator and a devoted wife,
mother and friend. As her friend and colleague
for nearly 15 years, Rosemary, is love personified. She leads with love in all she does. The dynamic ways in which she instructs her preservice
teachers at the University of Texas at Austin fuels
their passion for teaching that truly elevates their
knowledge and skills to a level where each human being feels valued and loved so that content can be properly amplified
in a student-centric, engaging manner. Rosemary’s captivating ways were
first introduced to me in 2004 at Lakeway Elementary. I had just been hired
to teach Kindergarten and she First Grade. It was my first-year teaching. Ever. Rosemary had recently moved from El Paso and had brought with her fifteen years of experience teaching First Grade and serving as the lead Instructional Support Specialist. Her loving spirit and tender heart embraced this
very overwhelmed first year teacher and she took me under wing as if she
were my very own angel. She guided me through the toughest days and
helped me hone my craft and passion for teaching. Empowered with a Masters in Reading from the University of Texas El Paso and 28 years of service
ranging from a classroom teacher, campus Instructional Support Specialist,
Master Reading Teacher and district-wide ESL Specialist, it is no wonder the
Lake Travis School District bestowed upon Rosemary the extremely coveted
“District Teacher of the Year” Award in 2010. Presently, Rosemary utilizes

her talents in the collegiate realm as Preservice Teacher Coordinator for the
University of Texas at Austin. It is such an honor to shine the spotlight of
membership upon Rosemary Torres. She is the dearest of friends and such a
blessing to our sisterhood in Epsilon Kappa.
—Submitted by Kate Starkes
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Members in the News
One of Our Own Featured in the Austin American Statesman
On July 25, the Austin
American Statesman
wrote an article about
Dr. Phyllis Richards
who began the
University Nursery
School, now known as
the Lab School. There
was a full quarter page
photo of her first class
of 1948 plus a smaller
one of several of the
grown up students
with her this year.
Members of that
toddler class are now
in their early 70’s and
their teacher is 97
years young! Not only
was she instrumental
in creating a longterm school at UT, but
she also worked
tirelessly to get Head
Start implemented
nationwide. The
account detailed some
memories of former
students such as one
youngster being afraid “..striking sparks in people, finding out what
of a tree that had a big
turns them on to learn and grow,”
black scar (probably
paint over a cut to
prevent disease). Another student later majored in child development and again
had Dr. Richards as a professor. She told the reporter that “..striking sparks in
people, finding out what turns them on to learn and grow,” was the highlight of
her teaching career. Even now, from that very first class, several former students
still meet with Dr. Richards every few months for lunch. And in her very kindly
way, she invites them to a Christmas lunch at Westminster.
Epsilon Kappa knows that Dr. Phyllis Richards is a very special person; now
more in the Austin community know it, too!

—Photo Originally Published: June 30, 2017, by KXAN

The Reporter

Page 11

Save the Dates 2017—1018
Note the date change! We will be meeting on THURSDAYS at 6:00 pm
(except for the November meeting)
October 2017
Meeting: Thursday, October 5, 2017 - 6:00 PM
Location: Delta Kappa Gamma International Headquarters
November 2017
Meeting: Monday, Novem ber 6, 2017 - 6:00 PM
Location: Dell Medical School
1501 Red River
Corner of Red River & 15th St, building is located between Erwin Center
and Brackenridge Hospital Room HLB 1.111, First Floor Auditorium
December 2017
Meeting: Saturday, December 2, 2017 - 10:00 AM
Location: Home of Dr. Joan Burnham
4004 Avenue H Austin, TX 78751
January 2018
No chapter meeting - Executive Board Meeting
February 2018
Meeting: Saturday, February 3, 2018 - 11:00 AM
Location: Saltgrass Steakhouse
10614 Research Blvd Austin, TX 78759
March 2018
Meeting: Thursday, March 8, 2018 - 6:00 PM
Location: Texa s School for the B lind a nd Visua lly Im pa ir ed - Hatlen
Room
April 2018
Meeting: Saturday, April 21, 2018 - 10:00 AM
Location: Delta Kappa Gamma International Headquarters

Mark
You
Calendar
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Newsletter Information
Please submit your articles and highlights for our next
Chapter newsletter on or before Friday, Nov. 17th. You
can send your submissions by email to Diane Sidoroff at
diane.sidoroff@gmail.com or to Pam Kelly at
epsilonkappapres@gmail.com.

Epsilon Kappa Chapter
The Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International

During this year, members may be asked to submit
articles about their reflections of meetings or other DKG
activities. We want to involve as many people as possible
to highlight the diversity of our chapter. Also, let us know
about your Life Milestones, whether you have attended a
meeting or not. News is always appreciated.
Please contact Marcia Kirkland if you wish to receive a
printed copy of the newsletter, though we are trying to “go
green” and send most by e-mail. Thanks, Marcia, for your
help with communications!

Diane Sidoroff
901 Creekbend Drive
Pflugerville, TX 78660

Chapter Website: http://deltakappagamma-tx-epsilonkappa.weebly.com/

Let’s Celebrate!
Here is a list of birthdays to celebrate in October and November:
Evelyn Barron

October 9

Evelyn Bollinger

November 8

Leslie Mellenbruch

October 9

Paula Murray

November 9

Deb Acevedo-Tamminga

October 12

Sheila Thomas

November 10

Pam Kelly

October 14

Margie Cuellar

November 20

Dr Kate Starkes

October 24

Bernadine Eaton

November 22

Cathy Nitsch

October 28

Erin Bown-Anderson

November 23

Charlene Zimmermann

October 30

Hilda Diaz

November 29

Maria McPhail

November 6

Dr Joan Burnham

November 30

Dorothy Baum

November 7

Debra Wissman

November 30

