
I want to begin my first “president’s message” 
by saying how honored I am to be president of 
the Epsilon Kappa chapter for the 2014-2016 
biennium. It is a great privilege to serve among 
such talented, dedicated women who care very 
passionately about their chosen profession of 
educating minds and hearts. I promise you I will 
do everything within my power to help ensure 
that the biennium is a productive, effective, 
rewarding, and fruitful one. The year is off to a 
good start with some great work by some of the 
committees. Please let me know if you have any 
ideas or thoughts for how we can continue the 
success our chapter has enjoyed under our prior 
presidents.  

The Texas State Organization (TSO) convention 
in Lubbock this past June was enlightening and 
invigorating. Packed with general sessions, 
business meetings, breakout sessions, and lovely 
meals, I came away refreshed and gung-ho to 
take my position of leadership. All of Alpha 
State’s key players took a part in the new 
chapter president training, officially referred to 
as Leadership Development of Chapter 
Presidents (LDCP), during which I gained a 
better insight into the inner workings of chapter 
business and responsibilities.  

A presentation I had the fortune to see twice, 
once at LDCP, and once during a breakout 
session with Dr. Lyn Babb Schmid, president-
elect of DKG International, reflected on the 
message from The Art of Possibility: 
Transforming Professional and Personal Life, 
by Rosamund Stone Zander and Benjamin 
Zander. Rosamund Zander, a family therapist 
and landscape painter, and Benjamin Zander, 
the conductor of the Boston Philharmonic 
Orchestra and professor at the New England 
Conservatory of Music, collaborate through a 
series of stories, parables, and personal 
anecdotes to reveal how the notion of thinking 
about the possibilities, rather than allowing 
negative beliefs and assumptions to creep into 
our everyday thoughts and actions, can 
significantly impact our way of thinking and 
doing and elevate our own lives to one of infinite 
possibility. 

Being the eternal “glass is half full” girl (as 
opposed to a “glass is half-empty” girl), I was 
intrigued with this notion and immediately 
grabbed hold of it. As soon as I returned to 
Austin, I went to Half Price Books and 
purchased it. It’s not that it doesn’t address 
some concepts many of us have already often 
heard in motivational speeches and books; it 
does. But it does it in a manner that leads the 
reader to a sense of joy and self-conviction like 
nothing I have ever heard or read. Zander and 
Zander communicate 12 ideas, or practices, that 
they believe will help each of us open a world of 
possibilities every day, thereby enhancing not 
only our own lives but the lives of those around 
us, whether those are coworkers, family, friends, 
teammates, or members of an organization. 

To overcome the negative assumptions and 
beliefs that can often impede our forward 
thinking or forward moving, Zander and Zander 
encourage us to recognize the “downward 
spiral” and think possibilities instead. In other 
words, we can move forward if, rather than 
focusing on the reasons why we believe 
something won’t work, we focus on the 
possibility that it might work and what could be 
done to make it work. 

So I encourage us to begin the year thinking 
about the possibilities - the possibilities for how 
we can increase membership, how we can 
increase attendance of existing members at 
chapter meetings and events, how we can offer 
programs and projects that propel members 
into excellence and innovation, how more of our 
members can apply for and receive scholarships 
and grants to expand their horizons, how we can 
supply our members with the tools and skills 
they need to be successful in all endeavors, how 
we can meet the purposes of DKG and 
contribute to society in a meaningful way, how 
we can ….  

Looking forward to a great year, 

Earin Martin 
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Calling All Members to Serve! 

T h e  R e p o r t e r  

Most educators have in common a desire to continue learning throughout their lives and 
to serve others. Serving on a committee is one of the best ways to simultaneously serve 
the chapter and DKG while rewarding you as an individual. Committees enhance the ef-
fectiveness of the chapter; without strong, dedicated committees, a chapter cannot truly 
thrive – it may only survive.  

Membership in one or more committees may help you: 

Meet new people and provide opportunities to deepen friendships and relation-
ships while interacting with many interesting and fun members in the chapter. 
Studies show that having a good social network extends your life, keeps you 
healthy, and staves off mental deterioration. Committee membership provides 
opportunities to get to know people and work with them on things you care about. 
Whatever you like to do, there are other people out there who like to do it too. 

Learn new skills from each other by working together. Committee membership 
provides constant learning opportunities as you try to stay cutting edge in the 
field of education and grow personally. 

Share ideas and best practices to help catapult the chapter to the next level. 
Committee membership will benefit the chapter and you personally as you net-
work with your peers.  

Feel energized and invigorated. Serving on a committee can help re-ignite the 
passion in something you care about and help you feel better about yourself be-
cause you are being an active player in your life, rather than metaphorically 
“sitting on the sidelines”.  

Become a leader. You have the opportunity to utilize all your great ideas and make 
a difference within the organization. Committee membership gives you the oppor-
tunity to learn to interact with others to stay involved and keep others involved as 
well. 

There is a saying that goes, “you get out of it what you put into it.” Whether you’re a long-
time member or a relatively new member, you can get more out of your membership in 
the chapter by being involved in some way, whether it is to serve on one or more commit-
tees, hostess a meeting or help with refreshments, personally contact other members to 
remind them of meetings, offer rides to other members, or contribute in other ways.  

It would be phenomenal if every member’s name appeared on at least one list to help in 
some way. Please consider volunteering to serve on the committee that best meets your 
needs and utilizes your skills and talents. You can join a committee at any time during the 
year; however, if you would like for your name to appear in the list of committee names in 
the chapter yearbook, you would need to notify me no later than September 1. 

Yes, you can make a difference. Think how awesome our chapter would be with your help!  



Life Milestones 
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Kelli Robertson, daughter of Lisa Robertson, obtained the highest honor in Girl Scouting, the 
Gold Award. She built a chicken coop for the students of Travis Heights Elementary to support 
the sustainability of urban farming. 
 
In September, our Second Vice-President, Hilda Diaz, will be inducted into the Sports Hall of 
Fame from her university, Tecnológico de Monterrey, Mexico.  She was captain of the soccer 
team while maintaining high academic rankings during her undergraduate years. 

Would Some of These Make Good Members? 
 

Scout leaders     Church school teachers   Day care teachers 

   Corporation, business, company, or industry trainers 

  Instructional facilitators     Web-based educators 

   ACC instructors or other college/university instructors  

  Medical school educators  Adult education instructors  

GED instructors   ESL/Citizenship instructors  Nursing instructors 

You betcha! And many more. Expand your thinking to consider folks 
who have made a difference in our profession.  

Member Update 
Dr. Linda Eller, Epsilon Kappa 2nd Vice President for 2012-2014, recently moved 
back to her home in Tennessee. Her daughter and two boys are moving in with 
her so she will be busy spoiling grandchildren. Linda will miss her Epsilon Kappa 
sisters and would love to hear from you at her new address, 1641 Durhamshire 
Cove, Cordova, TN 38106. Linda reported that she was fortunate to sell her house 
in Austin in just one day, and she moved back into her previous home. We will all 
miss her, not only in our own chapter, but at International Headquarters.  



 

P a g e  4  

EYE ON EDUCATIONAL 
EXCELLENCE 

T h e  R e p o r t e r  

The DKG Educational Excellence Committee is charged with identifying long and short-term 

programs and projects that: 

appeal to members’ interests and needs; 

advance excellence in education, empower women by supporting their personal well-being 

and intellectual growth, and increase global awareness of women educators; and 

enhance and serve the chapter and community and inspire and encourage members to 

participate in chapter events and activities throughout the year.  

The Educational Excellence committee is actually a composite of six 

subcommittees: Personal and Professional Enrichment, Programs and Projects, 

Research, Music, Legislation, and Global Awareness.  

Among other activities, we plan your chapter programs and projects; submit an 

application/display board for the annual TSO Annie Award; honor members 

for their achievements; and assist with selecting the Outstanding First-Year 

Teacher Award. 

We hope we have planned some programs and projects for 2014-2015 that will be of interest to 

you, will inspire you, and will enhance your professional and personal knowledge and skills. Plans 

for 2014-2015 include: a Panel Discussion with a teacher and administrators to share information 

on establishing Positive Parent Communication (we’re hoping to be able to give CPE credit); a fun 

and interesting program about winter festivals in some of our DKG international countries; 

keeping you abreast of legislative issues affecting education; and learning about the identification 

of homeless children and youth in Texas from the Texas Homeless Education Office and the 

supplemental educational services provided to homeless students. 

Topics, meeting dates, and locations will be published in your 2014-2015 yearbook which will be 

distributed out at our October 6, 2014, meeting, to be held at DKG International Headquarters at 

6:00 p.m. So plan to attend that meeting so you can get your yearbook and be informed about the 

exciting programs and projects we have in store for you this year! 

Food for Thought 
One-Bowl Chocolate Fudge 

(Marilyn Gregory) 
 

2 8-ounce packages Baker’s Semi-Sweet Chocolate  2 teaspoons vanilla 
1 14-ounce can sweetened condensed milk   1 cup chopped pecans 
 
Microwave chocolate and condensed milk in large microwavable bowl on high for 2 minutes, then 
stir mixture. Heat another minute and then stir until chocolate is completely melted. Stir in vanilla 
and nuts. Spread in 8” square pan lined with waxed paper. Refrigerate until firm (at least 1 hour or 
longer). Lift fudge out of pan with waxed paper and cut fudge into small squares. 

Makes about 4 dozen depending on size of squares. Can substitute walnuts for the pecans or add 
marshmallows or ½ cup peanut butter. 
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Looking Ahead 

 August 1 – Submissions open for 
DKG Gallery of  Fine Arts 

 September 1 – Last Day for 
submissions to the DKG Gallery 
of Fine Arts 

 September 1 – Lucile Cornetet  
Award for Professional 
Development Application Due 

 September 8 – First Chapter 
Meeting of new biennium 6:00 
p.m. Travis Heights Elementary 

School, 2010 Alameda Dr.  

 September 13 – Area 7 Workshop 
Elgin High School 8:45 a.m.- 
12:45 p.m. 14000 County Line 
Road Elgin, TX 

 October 6, 2014 – Chapter 
Meeting International 
Headquarters, 6:00 p.m. 

 October 6, 2014 – Chapter Dues 
Due to Marcia Kirkland,  Chapter 
Treasurer 

 October 15, 2014 – 2015 TSO  
Leadership Seminar Application  
and Chapter President Rec.  

ASTEF Piggy Posse 

T h e  R e p o r t e r  

SEPTEMBER 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

OCTOBER 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Expect a few unusual and attractively decorated "guests" to attend our chapter meetings 
this year. They will be hungry, and hopefully members will "feed" them! 
 
ASTEF -- Alpha State Texas Educational Foundation -- will sponsor a Piggy Posse as a 
fundraiser for 2014-2015. Each member of the ASTEF Board of Directors, as well as TSO 
state personnel, will have a decorated ASTEF piggy 
bank with her at every DKG meeting she attends. 
Several members of Epsilon Kappa serve in these 
positions and will be bringing their piggy banks to 
chapter meetings. 
 
Epsilon Kappa's SEE Project has received an ASTEF 
Project Stipend each of the last three years. This is our 
chance to give back to support other chapters in 
receiving stipends.  Bring your loose change to each 
chapter meeting -- "quiet" money is also very good. 



It’s Not Too Late To Register and Attend the Area 7 Fall Workshop! 
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Don’t Forget! 

Saturday, September 13, 2014 

8:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 

Elgin High School 

14000 County Line Road 

Elgin, TX 

The Area 7 Fall Workshop is a great way to get to know some of the DKG members in other area chapters while acquiring new 
skills and learning something new and interesting. The Fall Workshop will feature training for 2014-2016 chapter officers and 
committee chairs, plus other interesting sessions on topics such as Support for Early-Career Educators (SEE) chapter projects, 
caring for houseplants, make-and-take art project, being fire-wise, voluntourism, food crafting, children and grief, and travel 
opportunities for teachers. What a bargain at just $10.00! 

Our chapter responsibility at the workshop will be to monitor the refreshment area. We will contact you as we get closer to the 
event to ask for your help with providing refreshments and monitoring the refreshment area. 

Let’s have a record number attend! To register, send a check made payable to Epsilon Kappa for $10.00 to Marcia 
Kirkland (Epsilon Kappa chapter treasurer), 12314 West Cow Path, Austin, TX 78727-5752. There will be no refunds, but 
substitutions will be allowed in the event you register and are not able to make it for some reason. Registration at the door will 
be $15.00 if no advance notice of your attendance was provided. 

Epsilon Kappa Members Assist at International Convention 

Two of our own Epsilon Kappa members conducted workshops at the DKG International Convention in Indianapolis. Sandi Cau-
sey is on the International Finance Committee, which presented a workshop on the impact treasurers have on membership. Mar-
ilyn Gregory is on the International Educational Excellence committee, which conducted two workshops, one designed for state 
organization educational excellence committee chairs, and the other for chapter educational excellence committee chairs and 
members.  

Also, our own Past International President Evelyn Barron presented a tribute to Past International President Paula Dent (1996-
1998) at the Ceremony of Remembrance, as well as participated in other events involving Past International Presidents. Marcia 
Kirkland was asked to serve as chair of the Convention Elections Committee along with two members representing each region. 
The eleven committee members reported the election results to the convention body during the Thursday, July 31 General Ses-
sion. 

Thank you Sandi, Marilyn, Evelyn, and Marcia, for sharing your expertise (and representing our chapter well) at the Internation-
al level. 

International Scholarships Available for Pursuing Advanced Degrees 

The DKG International Scholarship Fund provides up to 30 scholarships each year for DKG members pursuing advanced de-
grees. Scholarships for those seeking a master’s degree are $6,000, and a doctorate is $10,000.  

The application packet is available July 1 on the DKG International website at https://www.dkg.org/category/committee/
scholarship . Here you can view the qualifications, packet, and application process. You must have been a member of DKG for at 
least three years at the time of application. The application is due February 1, 2015. 

Any member who is thinking about beginning an advanced degree or who is currently pursuing an advanced degree but has not 
yet completed it should take advantage of this wonderful opportunity and apply.  

https://www.dkg.org/category/committee/scholarship
https://www.dkg.org/category/committee/scholarship
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2015 TSO Leadership Seminar 
Application Available 

T h e  R e p o r t e r  

The 2015 Leadership Seminar Application is now on the TSO website at http://
www.alphastatetexas.org/leadership.html. The Leadership Seminar will be February 20-22, 
2015, at the Hyatt Regency North Dallas Hotel in Dallas. The TSO Leadership Seminar 
Committee selects 30 participants from the applications they receive, taking lots of factors 
into consideration. There are no set criteria. In addition to the application, the chapter 
president must complete a recommendation form on behalf of the applicant. The application 
and recommendation form must be submitted electronically via email by October 15. 

This intense seminar is designed to supplement and enhance leadership, communication, 
and management skills of Alpha State members. The seminar provides opportunities for 
professional and personal growth and is beneficial to both the individual member and the 
Society. 

DKG members with different ranges of experience representing all parts of the state are 
encouraged to apply. Participants pay only an $85 registration fee and their transportation to 
and from Dallas and will be asked to purchase a book to read before the seminar. All other 
expenses are paid by TSO and ASTEF. 

Anyone who has been to the Leadership Seminar can tell you that this is a wonderful 
experience that gives you a chance to meet incredible members from around the state and to 
learn and have a good time together.  

The Scoop on Scholarships and Grants 

Have you ever wanted to travel and let someone else pay for it? Is there a professional work-
shop or something you are interested in? State scholarships may be your answer. 

In 2013, I applied for a DKG State Adult Education Scholarship. I found the Scholarship 
Guidelines and application form on the DKG Texas State Organization (TSO) website under 
Scholarships. The form was easy to complete and Bernadine Eaton, chapter president, com-
peted a form for me as well as one other reference.  I was awarded $500 to attend a Road 
Scholar trip to learn about photography.  

In February of 2014, I went on a Road Scholar photography trip to Yosemite National Park 
in California. I took two different cameras and learned about different settings/aperture/
lighting/shutter priority/ISO settings…, which helped me improve my photos. The instruc-
tors were very knowledgeable and able to work with each of us on our different levels. 

This year I applied for another scholarship for an additional $500 to continue learning 
about photography. In April, I was notified that I had received the scholarship and have one 
year to complete it. Road Scholar has many different trips on a vari-
ety of subjects. 

Not only are there Adult Education scholarships, but TSO also offers 
graduate scholarships for 3, 6, and 9 hours as well as doctoral schol-
arships. Mini-grants are available up to $500 for professional work-
shops, educational materials, etc. Take the time to go to the Texas 
Delta Kappa Gamma website and let them pay for your travel or 
workshop. 

http://www.alphastatetexas.org/leadership.html
http://www.alphastatetexas.org/leadership.html
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“There is no cosmetic for beauty like happiness.” 

Marguerite, Countess of Blessington 

5 Things Happy Women Know 

“Happy women know that good enough is always good 
enough.” 

“Happy women flow gracefully into the next decade and 
the next because they find things to love about 
themselves throughout their life cycles.” 

“Happy women know that their worth is not determined 
by what they have or how they look but rather by 
successful relationships and emotional well-being.” 

“Happy women know that admitting a problem exists is 
the first step toward changing it.” 

“Happy women understand that no matter what they 
own, they will always feel a bit insecure about having 
enough and being enough, but they don’t let these 
feelings rule their lives.” 

What Happy Women Know: How New Findings in Positive 
Psychology Can Change Women’s Lives for the Better, Dan 
Baker, Ph.D., Cathy Greenberg, Ph.D., and Ina Yalof, 2007 

Here is a list of birthdays to celebrate in August and 

September: 
 

Let’s Celebrate! 

Hey, Sister, read any good 

books lately? 

At the September 8 meeting, you will have the 

opportunity to sign up to be in a Book Club. These 

groups will meet separately from the regular chapter 

meetings. And the group/groups will determine the 

nature of their group. Maybe: 

1. Read a book, meeting once a month to discuss 

the assigned part, or 

2. Read, meet, and discuss a different book each 

time, or 

3. Select a book to study and discuss, or 

4. Have activities or processes to do at each 

meeting, or not, or 

5. Have a designated leader or have an open 

discussion, or 

6. Meet monthly, weekly, every two months, 

whatever, or 

7. Meet in homes, restaurants, other locations, 

or …. 

Let’s Do Lunch! 

Join a group of Epsilon Kappa sisters for food and fellowship. At the September 8 meeting, you will be able to sign up to meet with 
a group for lunch on a certain date, time, and location specified on the sign-up sheet. Then at the first lunch gathering, the group 
can decide who will help set up future gatherings and determine the best date, time, and location for that group to meet.  

These events are separate from regular chapter meetings and can also be a great way to interest potential educators to consider 
becoming members. So don’t hesitate to bring a friend with you! 

Gene Nelson Jones  08-02 Carole Deuser  08-18 

Maurine Atwood  08-02 Debbie Sansom  08-28 

Fran E Moore  08-03 Julia Mellenbruch  09-04 

Forrest Hancock  08-08 Georgia Clegg  09-15 

Carolyn H Wilson  08-12 Helen Forbes  09-24 

Linda Eller  08-14 Eva J Ornelas  09-25 

Cheryl Lane  08-23 Kaye Dunn  09-28 

Sam
Typewritten Text

Sam
Typewritten Text

Sam
Typewritten Text

Sam
Text Box
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Epsilon Kappa members at TSO 
Convention in Lubbock, June 2014 

T h e  R e p o r t e r  

 

September Meeting 

Monday, September 8, 6:00 p.m. 

Travis Heights Elementary School 

2010 Alameda Dr.  

Where Are the Babies Now? 

Presenter: Colleen Arnold 

Follow-up on the Akins High School 

Program for Teen Moms 

Renew & Re-engage 

Where Are We Headed in 2015-2015? 

Exploring the Possibilities 

Committees Will Meet Briefly to Plan 

October Meeting 

Monday, October 6, 6:00 p.m. 

DKG International Headquarters 

416 W. 12th St. 

 

Initiation and Celebration 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Lyn Schmid,  
DKG International President 

Celebrating Epsilon Kappa’s  
56th Birthday 



News Eye on the Web 
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We are adding a new section to our newsletter to present updates from International, State, and 
our local websites.  Also there will be educational tidbits from other news outlets as they connect 
to our chapter's programs and interests. 
  
First, take a look at the alphastatetexas.org website.  It has a new, clean appearance.  Scroll down 
to find the bee. This symbol is for the Strengthening the Buzz news sheet.  Featured in the July/
August issue are details on how to use the DKG app on a smartphone. 
  
At dkg.org, scroll down to the bottom and click on the "AmazonSmiles" pop up box.  This is an 
easy way to support Delta Kappa Gamma while you shop.  Also spend some time viewing the 
current selections on the DKG fine arts gallery when it pops up in the same box.  There are some 
very beautiful and intriguing pieces.  Our chapter has many members who have similar 
talents.  Please consider applying during the August 1 - September 1 time frame for new 
submissions. Go to the Library tab, under Resources click on Committee Publications, and scroll 
down to Arts and Humanities Procedures for 13 pages of varied categories that tap into the 
creative ways we express ourselves.  It would be a great honor and thrill to see several of us 
represented in future shows. 
  
NPR reported that for Head Start programs, "teaching aimed at social and emotional learning can 
be effective on a large scale."  This was on its blog from a study commissioned by the US 
Department of Health and Human Services.  Epsilon Kappa can be proud of our own 
investigation into those components during our March meeting.  
  
Very soon our new chapter website will be up for us to use.  We will send out an announcement 
when that happens.  It is an exciting development. 

Area 7 Chapters Receive Awards at TSO Convention 

 

Laura Packard, our Area 7 Coordinator, reports that Area 7 chapters received many honors and recognitions at the TSO 
Convention in Lubbock this past June. According to her count from the 18 Area 7 chapters: 

5 members received scholarships (including our own Marilyn Gregory, Adult Education Scholarship!) 

10 chapters earned 5-Star Awards for their newsletters (including Epsilon Kappa!) 

14 chapters earned Exemplary Yearbook and Early Bird Awards (including Epsilon Kappa!) 

9 chapters earned Annie Awards (including Epsilon Kappa!) 

8 chapters have TSO-certified websites (including Epsilon Kappa!) 

7 chapters earned PACE Gold, PACE Red, or PACE Honorable Mention; 3 chapters won 
PACE Gold, including Epsilon Kappa! 

Congratulations and a big thanks to all of the Epsilon Kappa members who played a part in 
helping win these significant state awards!  

http://alphastatetexas.org/
http://dkg.org/
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Epsilon Kappa Supports Schools for Africa and 
Homeless Children in Texas Schools 

T h e  R e p o r t e r  

The Educational Excellence committee and the Executive Board are proposing the 
following two chapter projects for 2014-2015: 

Schools for Africa 

Schools for Africa, a DKG International project, is a 
partnership among UNICEF, the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation, and the Hamburg Society that is helping 
girls and boys in Africa get a quality education. Our 
chapter will donate to Schools for Africa the total amount 
collected through the brag basket at the September 
through December 2014 meetings. In December, we will 
send the funds collected to the U.S. Fund for UNICEF to 
benefit the Schools for Africa International project.  

At the December 6 holiday meeting, the program will include more information 
about the Schools for Africa initiative and how DKG specifically assists those 
children. 

Education for Homeless Children in Texas 

At every meeting September 2014 through March 2015, we will collect items for 
homeless children attending schools in Texas. Items may include toiletries, 
clothing, school supplies, back packs, gift cards, etc. The small toiletries that 
come in hotel/motels, as well as other gently-used items or small new purchases, 
make a great donation. In addition, the funds collected through the brag basket 
at the February and March chapter meetings will be directed toward the 
homeless children enrolled in school. 

The topic of the March 2, 2015, meeting will be on Education for Homeless 
Children in Texas. Barbara Wand James, the State Director of the Texas 
Homeless Education Office (THEO) (located at the UT Dana Center, Austin), will 
present information on the procedures for identifying and enrolling homeless 
students in school and providing supplemental educational services to help them 
succeed in school. 

Earin Martin will store the collected items at her house until the March meeting. 
At the March 2015 meeting, we will present the February and March brag basket 
collection along with the “basket” of all of the other supplies collected during the 
year to Barbara to distribute to the neediest homeless children in Texas at her 
discretion.  

So come prepared with a brag each month (and money!), and each 
month try to bring one or more items to contribute toward the big 
“basket” to be presented to THEO for the benefit of the homeless 
children in schools. 



A Year At A Glance 
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Reserve the following dates on your calendar for chapter meetings and make plans to attend. 
Locations, programs, and hostesses will be listed in the 2014-2015 chapter yearbook, which will 
be distributed at the October 6 meeting. Please note this year we are going to try a couple of 
Thursday evening meetings to see if we can boost overall meeting attendance by offering a 
meeting night other than Monday.  

 

Monday, September 8, 2014 6:00 p.m. 

Monday, October 6, 2014  6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, November 6, 2014 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 6, 2014 10:00 a.m. 

Saturday, February 7, 2015  11:00 a.m. 

Monday, March 2, 2015  6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 11, 2015  10:00 a.m. 

Saturday, May 2, 2015 (Founders’ Day Luncheon – need to confirm) 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 6:00 p.m. 

Monday, October 5, 2015  6:00 p.m. 

 

Give yourself the gift of time to attend meetings. If you are unable to attend every 
meeting, try to attend at least one meeting in the Fall and at least one in the Spring. You will 
benefit greatly from the fellowship and personal/professional growth. 

S.E.E. Award Extends Opportunities 

At the TSO Convention in Lubbock this past June, Epsilon Kappa was awarded $1,500 to continue our 
S.E.E. project another year.  The ASTEF Foundation granted this generous amount for us to help 15 early-
career educators build a STEM library for their classrooms.  The committee detailed plans to select grade 
level appropriate books to highlight science, math, engineering, and technology concepts through non-
fiction or even fiction titles.  Each mentor will present the mentee with around $100 worth of books as early 
in the year as possible. 
 
In order to help facilitate such an endeavor, the committee is asking for members to help 
in this selection process.  Current or former teachers of kinder through fifth grade could 
meet together over coffee/dessert and list favorite books that would fit these catego-
ries.  Let the committee know which publisher have the best deals so we can spend this 
award prudently.  It would also be fun to share with the mentees how you have used the 
books in your own classrooms.  A personal note of encouragement from the selection 
groups would truly boost the appeal to early career educator.   So please be listening for a 
call to work with other sisters in support of our award winning project.   
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Reflections of DKG International Convention 

T h e  R e p o r t e r  

As a recent recipient of the Epsilon Kappa Educational Foundation Phyllis Richards 

Leadership Grant, I was able to attend the Delta Kappa Gamma (DKG) 2014 

International Convention in Indianapolis. As a member for three months, I got to see 

firsthand how this group of dedicated women educators encourage new educators 

and how they work to improve DKG programs. The members welcomed me with 

warmth and open hearts. Oh yes, and there was a green bandana for the Texas 

members in attendance! 

This opportunity to be a part of the DKG membership in attendance was an eye-

opening experience. We participated in the election process and reviewed 

amendments to the current constitution. We also voted on proposed amendments that 

could enable all members to have a recorded voice in selecting our Society’s 

leadership. 

Members in attendance at the 2014 Convention attended workshops and forums to 

share expertise and focus on projects that were important to them. We were able to 

attend workshops on strengthening communications within our chapter. I will use 

some of the information we gathered in building our new chapter website. In the U. 

S. Forum, we discussed projects concerned with human trafficking. The discussion 

included what we as educators can do to identify human trafficking in our 

communities as well as how to provide information to other educators in the field 

about whom to contact. In the forum, we also discussed the problems associated with 

tying teacher performance to student performance.  

Thank you for the opportunity to experience this conference so early in my 

membership. I received a small taste of the vast experience and dedication of this 

International group of women educators. 

Kathy Mihalik 



Diane Sidoroff 
901 Creekbend Drive 
Pflugerville, TX  78660 

Epsilon Kappa Chapter 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International 

Please submit your articles and highlights for our 

next Chapter newsletter on or before Friday, 

September 19. You can send your submissions by 

email to Diane Sidoroff at 

diane.sidoroff@gmail.com  or to Earin Martin at 

grantsmanagement101@gmail.com. 

During this year members may be asked to 

submit articles about their reflections of meetings 

or other DKG activities.  We want to involve as 

many people as possible to highlight the diversity 

of our chapter.  Also, let us know about your Life 

Milestones whether you have attended a meeting 

or not.  News is always appreciated. 

Please contact Marcia Kirkland if you wish to 

receive a printed copy of the newsletter though 

we are trying to “go green” and send most by e-

mail. Thanks, Marcia, for your help with 

communications! 

Newsletter Information 

Epsilon Kappa Chapter Dues and Contributions 
2014—2015 

 
Name _________________________________ Home Phone ________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _______________________________________State ___________ Zip Code _______________ 
 
ACTIVE MEMBER DUES:        $__________ 
     
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS: 
 
 EPSILON KAPPA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION (tax deductible) 
 Each member contributing at least $50 will be recognized as a Sustaining Donor 
 
  Phyllis Richards Endowed Leadership Fund    $__________ 
 
  Chapter Foundation Projects      $__________ 
 
Make Check payable to EPSILON KAPPA       Grand Total $__________ 
 
Mail by October 6th to Marcia Kirkland, 12314 West Cow Path, Austin TX 78727   (Phone 512-250-2026) 
 

 Contribution forms for state and international funds may be found in the Forms section of the 
respective websites (www.alphastatetexas.org and www.dkg.org) 

 

Photo Release: By submitting your membership dues and by your attendance at chapter meetings and events, you are granting 
permission to be filmed, videotaped, audio taped, or photographed by any means at such meetings and events and are granting full use of 
your likeness, voice, and words, including publication on the world wide web (www) with access through the internet, without 
compensation.  

Yearbook Updates -- 
If you have had any changes in your name, home 
address, phone number(s), email address, or 
employment status since the last chapter yearbook was 
published, please send these changes to Jo 
Watts (jwatts35@austin.rr.com) and Evelyn Barron 
(ebarron106@aol.com) immediately. Thank you! 

$90 

http://www.alphastatetexas.org
http://www.dkg.org
mailto:jwatts35@austin.rr.com
mailto:ebarron106@aol.com



